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The English word "library" comes from the
Latin word which means "book." Although
modern libraries, like the one here at Seinan
Gakuin University, contain many other things in
addition to books, I take this means to urge you
students especially to make good use of the
books in the library.

A British minister once said, "A library may
be regarded as the solemn chamber in which a
man [or woman] may take counsel with all who
have been wise, and great, and good, and glori-
ous among the men [and women] who have gone
before" (George Dawson, d. 1876).
possible mostly because of the library books.

Francis Bacon (d. 1621), the noted English
author and philosopher, remarked: "Some books
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are to be tasted; others swallowed; and some few
to be chewed and digested." I hope that during
your student days here at SGU you will taste a
great many of the books in the library. It may be
all right to swallow some books, please do not do
so uncritically. Whatever you read needs to be
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carefully evaluated before swallowing. Then,
only a few books, those that are the most impor-
tant of all, should be "chewed and digested."

As you use the library and feast upon the
books there, I would like for you to remember
that the Bible was the first book ever to be
printed. A replica of that first Gutenberg Bible is
in a glass case on the second floor of our library,
and I hope you will take a good look at it.

Not only was the Bible the first book to be
published, Christians believe that the Bible is the
most important book ever to be printed. The
English word "Bible" comes from the Greek
"book."
English the Bible is simply called "the Book" or
"the Good Book."

Of all the books in the world, the Bible is
certainly one of the most important to "chew and

word which means Sometimes in

digest." So I encourage you to make good use of
the books in the 193 or 194 sections of the library

to help you digest the Bible, "the Bogk of
books." Xi /«/& é;,f—
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