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A Treasure House for Students
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“Here is God’s Plenty,” Dryden said of Chaucer’s Canterbury .Tales. The same can be said of libraries.

Dryden was in awe of his subject, and I of mine. When I think of the treasures that libraries contain,
I hardly know where to begin. In a library we find at our fingertips all the world’s store of knowledge.
One good university library is undoubtedly enough to keep us busy for most of a lifetime; but with
today’s sophisticated computer systems, we are never limited to just one library. If the information we
want is not in our library, we have only to press a few keys and the exact location of the material
is before us. Then, in a matter of minutes the information is on its way to us. With all these inter-
national linkages, it is no exaggeration to say that just stepping into the nearest university library will
put you in touch with the world, the world of the present and the world of the past. What we learn
from these will determine the world of the future.

My first exposure to the wonders of a well-equipped library came during my student days at Baylor
University in Waco, Texas. The library was, as Professor Schweitz said in this Bulletin resently, a
“second home” to many students. Day and night the library was filled with students reading, doing
research, writing essays. [ had always thought of the library as a place for books, but I soon learned
that books were only the tip of the iceberg. [ found periodicals dating from the 18th century (the
beginning of such publications in English); I found more than a hundred years of newspapers on micro-
film and microfiche; I found a magnificent collection of musical recordings; and I found actual U.N.
documents from the time of its founding to the present.In the rare book room I could hold in my hand an
authentic first edition of Dr. Johnson's Dictionary or, in another place, pore over the fair copy of
Byron'’s The Seige of Corinth, copied out by Lady Byron in 1815. The library at Baylor opened at
around 800 a.m. and closed at around 200 a.m. so that students could have access to these many
marvels.

In closing, I would like to dwell a bit on this matter of access. I discovered the riches of the library
because 1 was allowed to. I could borrow any book and make coppies of any articles or goverment
documents in the library. I could not borrow recordings or rare books, but the library kept long hours
so that I could use them on the premises. I was but a lowly undergraduate. The graduate students
and professors could borrow books for longer periods of time, but in every other way I had as much
access to library materials as they. A library is neither a vault or a museum. Ordinary students should
be given the greatest possible access to its materials, and they should be given assignments that require
them to make use of this access. Dryden also said of Chaucer, "As he knew what to say, so he knows
also when to leave off.” Hoping that I do, as well, I will here make an end.

(8RB #3% EVAN MATTHEWS)
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