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Nurturing a love
of reading
Bk Martha Schweitz

I have been asked to write about college
students and reading, based on my own experi-
ence. In my view, parents should try to nurture
a love of reading in their children from early
childhood, first by reading to them and later by
helping them choose books interesting to them,
whatever the subject. Some children grow up
thinking that reading is just something that is
a required part of school, that must be done
because it is assigned by a teacher. Then they
never develop their own interests and lose
their curiosity about life, which is so important
to growing up. The same is true for college
students.

I decided to be a history major in college,
mostly because I wanted to read all of the liter-
ature and history books which were taught in
the history department. We did not have a “text-
book”, but rather read a great variety of books,
about one each week for each course. (Students
My fa-

vorite classes in college were the small discus-

took about 5 courses earh semester.)

sion groups, maybe 15 students, which met each
week with a graduate teaching assistant to
discuss the reading. These were separate from
the large lecture sessions taught by the professor
of the course.

The library at my university was a second
home to many students, who spent six or more
hours there each day, studying or doing research
for term papers. My most memorable moment
at the university library, however, was not
reading at all, but the night the university march-
ing band marched in, encircled the balconies,
and began playing the school song on the eve

of a foothall game against our arch rival.
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