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“My Impression About the Seinan Gakuin University Library”

Earnest E. Allen

From my vantage point as an exchange student from America, the library at
Seinan Gakuin ~University would appear to fulfill what I view to be the necessary
elements of a good university library: books and reference materials sufficient to

cover the various disciplines taught at Seinan, plus a very useful U. N. Depository;
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a large physical structurer in good repair, having adequate heating,/cooling; study,”
reading areas equipped with comfortable desks and chairs; and a knowledgeable staff
with a desire to help students. However, there are some items that would provide

the exchange student community with a library that could serve them more fully.

There seem to be a great many signs and notices posted on doors, walls,
and catalogs that are undoubtedly important and informative; but, they are written
only in Japanese and are, therefore, unreadable for foreign students. The addition
of even the barest English translation would help us to use the library better, as

well as not break any of the rules.

Although the library houses many, many books in English, the vast majority
reside in the "closed stack " or in professor’s areas. Many times students find it
troublesome to compile a list of needed books only to discover that nearly all of
them are not among the few books in English found on the fourth floor. Perhaps
if there were some way to note on the catalog card the location of the books,
the students could be saved some aggrevation and the staff would not have to
duplicate the student’s efforts to search the various catalogs and closed a‘reas for

the books.

As the library has many good, current encyclopedias and reference books, I
found the lack of a current almanac very surprising. The most current almanac

available on the fourth floor is a 1976 edition of The Ei Fact Book. There are

a number of good almanacs published yearly at a very nominal price ( ¥1100-1600).
One other resource lacking is a reasonably current major U. S. newspaper. Current
U. S. national news is important not only for exchange students, but of interest to

Japanese students as well. Presently, the library subscribes to New York Times,

but it arrives by sea mail six weeks or so after publication. Even one week or
so late ( via air mail) would be appreciated, I am sure. These last two items
almanac  and newspaper may seem minor, but as most all exchange students
are also involved in conversational English classes, the availability of such material

would enable them to speak more accurately and timely on items of importénce.

In conclusion, I realize that the library 1is, after all, on a Japanese university
campus and is, therefore, a Japanese library. As such, it is not exclusively for
us as exchange students, but primarily for the Japanese students. However, as
exchange students we are, at least for one year, Se¢inan Gakuin University students.
For that year we endeavor to pursue our education as diligently as we are able.
The, fine library at Seinan should be and can be a great contributor to the edu-
cation we receive and take with us for the rest of our lives. On behalf of the
International Division exchange students, I commend Seinan University on the overall
quality of their library, and most importantly, on the quality and helpfulness of
the library = staff. (L, KET )T b Va7 2 VKRED LDOBEETHRES A 2 TER)
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