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Education, a Changing World,
and a Small College Library

Jeremy Spencer

As Alvin Toffler points out in Future Shock, the progression of knowledge is essen-
tially geometric, much like the growth of population. As a result, unlike the ancient
Alexandrian Library, few modern libraries can hope to be comprehensive. For this reason

. the Curry Library at William Jewell College carefully chooses its 600 subscriptions to
specialized journals, whi'e its computer link with other Kansas City area libraries maxi-
mizes its access to information otherwise difficult to obtain. Students constantly use the
first floor index area, with its indexes covering almost every subject. Finding index re-
ferences, students have easy access to the many years of back issues kept on a lower
floor. Microfilm and microfiche collections now being developed will help the college
reduce the bulk of its back issue material,

Moreover, through the government’'s work-study program, one can become a part-time
library employee. Working in the special collection’s department processing'incoming books
and papers of the Mertins co'lection, I was able to pay a semesters’ personal expenses.

Later I worked in the circulation department, but from both experiences I gained an

appreciation of the special problems of organizing and dispensing library material. No
longer can I see librarians as those merely “behind the desk.”

The William Jewell College library has this
philosophy ; granted that the college library
is to be a microcosm for the college commu-
nity, its use must be the key to education
in the liberal arts,

(BER Y4 VT A« V29T KEDLLTREEELL
THE, 53FE9AHBEMES A THEERNREELLT
AP EELESS )

William Jewell College = Library 75 Chapel
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