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N Man's Unconquevable Mind " - Wm. Wordsworth -
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“f I were not a king, I would be a university man; and if it were so
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that I must be a prisoner, if I might have my wish, I would desire to
have no other prison than that library.” (Oxford’s Bodleian Library] —James I

Not many men have access to the vast resources of the great Bodleian Library, but those
of us in the university commun’ty can avail ourselves of those collections of books which
one scholar has termed “the diary of the human race.”

When I was quite young, my father died, leaving my schoolteacher mother with five
children to support. Although we were very poor, she gave us a rich gift: she made certain
that her children were surrounded with books. Each Saturday morning, I rode the bus
downtown to the Dallas Public Library. There on the shelves, all for my taking, world
after world opened itself to me; and gradually, by those tales of myth and legend and
history on which our childhood is fed, the world of my imagination was stirred. I attribute

to those formative years of reading at my own pleasure much of my own love for literature.

Then, later, as a university student, I had a distinguished professor whose lectures sent
me each day, warm with curiosity, to the library in search of his allusions to authors and
places and events. He taught me the value of books, the freedom to be gained by
knowledge. And he reminded us constantly that we needed to spend most of our college
years in the library.

There are, as Voltaire astutely commented, “a multitude of useless books.” But it
was also Voltaire who said, “Books govern the world, or at any rate, all nations which
possess the faculty of writing.” And good students, the world over, know the value of
using the library. Here, at Seinan, I see them wandering through the stacks, looking for
the books that will speak to their needs; I observe them listening to records of the voices
of poets and politicians and historians; I watch them leafing through the works of the
great painters and sculptors. They are searching through the building that is the heart of
the university—the library.

We do not live in Athens, but we can know Sophocles, Aristotle, Plato; we do not reside
in Italy, but we can experience Dante and Michaelangelo. The library opens the doors of
Shakespeare’s England, of Goéethe’s Germany, of Ghandi’s India, of Hiroshige’s Japan.

Basho, in The Narrow Road of Oku, when he stood facing some ancient momument,
was moved to observe, “I felt as if I were looking into the minds of the men of old. This,
I thought, is one of the pleasures of living.” Basho was right. And it is the Library
which opens to us “Man’s Unconquerable Mind” -ancient and modern- which affords both

pleasure and wisdom.
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